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WATERSHED GOALS

• Protect water resources

• Minimize flooding and its impacts

• Appropriately manage stormwater 

to prevent erosion and 

sedimentation and to maximize 

recharge



WATERSHED GOAL

Protect Water Resources



Surface Water Protection

Goals:

• Safeguard water quality

• Maintain natural hydrology

• Minimize physical disturbance

Objectives

• Vegetated buffers

• Permanently protect critical areas

• Manage land uses, activities within watershed

• Minimize impervious surfaces



Groundwater Protection

Goals:

• Maximize recharge capability

• Safeguard groundwater quality

Objectives

• Minimize impervious surfaces within recharge 
areas

• Manage land uses and activities within areas of 
influence

• Permanently protect critical areas



WATERSHED GOAL

Minimize Flooding and its Impacts

Minimize flood levels, velocities and damage 
caused by flooding

Objectives

• Restrict development, filling, and disturbances in 
floodplains

• Minimize upstream impervious surfaces

• Control upstream erosion

• Develop coordinated approach to water releases 
from dams, water control structures

• Manage hydraulic constrictions





WATERSHED GOAL:

Minimize Flooding 

and its Impacts



WATERSHED GOAL

Manage Stormwater

Goals:

• Minimize erosion and reduce stormwater 

pollutant loads

• Safely convey extreme floods

• Maintain groundwater recharge

• Reduce stormwater velocities



Low Impact Development (LID) 

Techniques
(aka: Better Site Design)

Goal:    Improve and maintain overall watershed 
health through implementation of 27 Principles

Objectives

• Preserve undisturbed areas

• Reduce impervious cover

• Source control for stormwater management



LID Techniques
• Bioretention areas 

(e.g. rain gardens)

• Vegetated swales

• Infiltration basins, 
trenches

• Permeable pavement

• Rain barrels, green 
roofs

• Stormwater wetlands



Enabling Legislation for

Intermunicipal Cooperation

NYS General Municipal Law §119-u allows 

creation of consolidated/shared:

Overlay districts

Comprehensive plans

Land use regulations

Planning boards

ZBAs



Watershed management method : 

Planning

• Master plans

• Natural Resource Inventory 

• Strategic plans

• Watershed plans





Watershed management method : 

Land conservation

• Purchase of land

• Conservation easements (PDR)

• Transfer of Development Rights 

(TDR)



Watershed management method:

Guidance documents















Watershed management method : 

Regulations

• Local Laws 

• Zoning - Overlay zones

• Subdivision & site plan regulations

Regulations can be required or incentivized 

(voluntary)





In Summary…

• Cooperation across multiple jurisdictions is 

key

• NYS gives broad authority to local 

governments to cooperate, join forces

• Regional entities are often willing to assist 

in facilitation.

• Models exist for watershed-friendly land 

use policies and regulations.
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Online resources
www.landuse.law.pace.edu

www.generalcode.com

www.cwp.org

www.dos.state.ny.us

http://www.elistore.org
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